THE KHAN'S PALACE AT SHANDtf
DEPARTING from the city last mentioned,
and proceeding three days' journey in a
north-easterly direction, you arrive at a city
called Shandu, built by the grand khan Kublai,
now reigning. In this he caused a palace to be
erected, of marble and other handsome stones,
admirable as well for the elegance of its design
as for the skill displayed in its execution. The
halls and chambers are all gilt, and very hand-
some. It presents one front towards the interior
of the city, and the other towards the wall; and
from each extremity of the building runs another
wall to such an extent as to enclose sixteen miles
in circuit of the adjoining plain, to which there is
no access but through the palace. Within the
bounds of this royal park there are rich and
beautiful meadows, watered by many rivulets,
where a variety of animals of the deer and goat
kind are pastured, to serve as food for the hawks
and other birds employed in the chase, whose
mews are also in the grounds. The number of
these birds is upwards of two hundred; and the
grand khan goes in person, at least once in the
week, to inspect them. Frequently, when he rides
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